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Welcome to the first ECOMS newsletter 
 

This newsletter provides information about what the European 

Climate Observations Modelling and Services (ECOMS) initiative is, 

the projects linked, its forthcoming activities and other issues related 

to ECOMS. 

 

Click here to access to ECOMS website. 

Origin 

There is a growing and urgent need to improve society’s resilience to 

hydro-meteorological related hazards, mitigate the risk of dangerous 

climate change, and better manage risks and opportunities arising 

from climate variability and change.   

Taking this into account and to better serve society, 

the ECOMS projects aim to dramatically improve the 

following:  

 the understanding of society’s needs;  

 the understanding and the predictions of climate;  

 the capability to model climate and its related 

impacts; 

 the provision, accessibility, quality and usefulness 

of climate services.  

These objectives have been recognised by 

governments, scientists and decision-makers 

worldwide and have led to the creation of the Global 

Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). 

Society still needs to further develop and sustain a 

long-term and well-coordinated European modeling and 

climate service infrastructure. In addition, the current 

climate science, climate models and climate 

predictions are often not usable by decision makers, 

meaning either that climate information cannot be 

properly incorporated into their decision-making or 

that users’ decisions are badly informed. 

The ECOMS initiative 

Courtesy of Thomas Wasilewski (University of Hamburg) 

Courtesy of UNISDR 
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The two overarching objectives of ECOMS are to: 

 

 ensure close coordination between projects and activities in Europe, 

primarily in the area of seasonal to decadal climate predictions towards 

climate services, identifying and exploiting synergies, 

 

 provide leadership to the European Commission on future research 

needs and priorities in the field of climate modelling and climate 

services.  This is in the context of other international activities, 

including the Global Framework for Climate Services, and is to help 

shape the research agenda in Horizon 2020. 

What does ECOMS aim to achieve? 

The European Climate Observations, Modelling and 

Services (ECOMS) initiative was formed in June 2012 to 

ensure close coordination and cooperation across 

European Commission-funded climate modelling and 

climate services projects and to act as an advisory 

group/think tank to identify priorities and research and 

investment needs in the field of climate modelling and 

services. 

ECOMS is promoted by the European Commission and led 

by three European projects (NACLIM, SPECS and 

EUPORIAS). It includes representatives of all the other 

active European projects on climate modelling 

(EUCLIPSE, EMBRACE, COMBINE, IMPACT2C), climate 

services (ECLISE, CLIM-RUN) and infrastructure (IS-ENES2) 

as well as major European climate modelling and climate 

service centres. Courtesy of Thomas Wasilewski (University of Hamburg) 

What is ECOMS? 
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The kick-off meeting the European Climate, Observations and Modelling for Services (ECOMS) took place on 

the 6th of November 2012. The ECOMS kick-off meeting gathered the partners of the European projects 

EUPORIAS, NACLIM and SPECS and launched this initiative to bring together the different active projects 

related to the climate services area. Information about the meeting is available from the web site:    

 

http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html     

Briefing of ECOMS Activities 

This first ECOMS Board meeting took place at the Met Office on 4-5 February 2013 with representatives from 

the FP7 climate modelling and climate service projects and European climate modelling and climate service 

centres. A short report came out where the scientific community provided a vision and motivation to the 

European Commission for research and development over the coming decade for climate observations, 

modelling and services. The report, which is available upon request, makes recommendations for three 

broad priorities for each of climate modelling and climate services, underpinned by observations. These six 

priorities were proposed to inform the European Commission’s planning for the Horizon 2020 work 

programme. 

Kick-off meeting    

 6th November 

2012, Barcelona 

(Spain) 

First ECOMS Board   

4th -5th February 2013, 

Exeter (United Kingdom) 

Two important ECOMS events have taken place within this initiative over the past year: 

http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html
http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html
http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html
http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html
http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html
http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/2012-_Ecoms.html
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The SPECS project will undertake research and dissemination activities to deliver a new generation of 

European climate forecast systems, with improved forecast quality and efficient regionalisation tools to 

produce reliable, local climate information over land at seasonal-to-decadal time scales, and provide an 

enhanced communication protocol and services to satisfy the climate information needs of a wide range of 

public and private stakeholders. The main deliverables of the project are a full documentation of the forecast 

quality of current forecast systems, a large set of coordinated experiments that will contribute to the 

improvement of the operational forecast systems and take advantage of the increased knowledge of the 

climate system predictability, a public database of climate prediction experiments and operational systems, a 

set of functions for general-purpose statistical downscaling disseminated publicly and the development of 

tools that will contribute to a better understanding of the climate prediction problem in the framework of the 

developing climate services. 

Projects involved 

SPECS-Seasonal –to-decadal climate Prediction 

for the improvement of European Climate 

Services  (GA 308378). 

EUPORIAS - European Provision Of Regional Impacts 

Assessments on Seasonal and Decadal Timescale 

(GA 308291).  

EUPORIAS intends to improve our ability to maximise the societal benefit of these new technologies. Working 

in close relation with a number of European stakeholders this project want to develop a few fully working 

prototypes of climate services addressing the need of specific users. The time horizon is set between a month 

and a year ahead with the aim of extending it towards the more challenging decadal scale. It will increase the 

resilience of the European Society to climate change by demonstrating how climate information can become 

directly usable by decision makers in different sectors. 

NACLIM - North Atlantic Climate Predictability of the 

climate in the North Atlantic/European sector 

related to North Atlantic/Arctic sea surface 

temperature and sea ice variability and change     

(GA 308299).  

NACLIM aims at investigating and quantifying the predictability on interannual to decadal time scales of the 

climate in the North Atlantic/European sector related to North Atlantic/Arctic Ocean surface state (SST and 

sea ice) variability and change. It focuses on improving our understanding of the predictability of the climate 

in the North Atlantic/ European sector through oceanic observations and on the assessment of decadal climate 

forecast.   

http://www.naclim.eu/
http://www.specs-fp7.eu/SPECS/Home.html
http://www.euporias.eu/
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Supporting projects 
There are other European projects which are directly linked to the ECOMS initiative, some of them have 

partners in common and show interactions between their activities across the projects. This interaction is 

facilitated by ECOMS by pointing at those common objectives. The availability of common partners and 

interactions across projects is the foundation of a successful cooperation within ECOMS  

Here  are some of the ECOMS-related projects: 

http://www.embrace-project.eu/
http://www.climrun.eu/
http://www.combine-project.eu/
http://www.euclipse.eu/
http://www.eclise-project.eu/
https://verc.enes.org/ISENES2/
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Open access 

For further information please visit: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/open_access 

ECOMS projects participate actively in this initiative to optimize the impact of 

publicly-funded scientific research. 

Peer-reviewed articles of our projects: 
 

According to mandatory requirements in the grant agreement with the 

European Commission, (GA), our scientists are required to make their best 

efforts to ensure that electronic copies of publications become freely 

available to anyone - either through an institutional or subject-based 

repository- as soon as possible and in all cases no later than six months 

after publication. 

 

Basically for scientists this implies that they have to: 

 

 privilege Open Access Journals for publishing their articles. Publishing in 

an "Open access journal" means that all articles published in these journals 

are available to the public via the internet free of charge.  

 

 OR opt for an Open Access Publishing (Gold OA):  the costs of publishing 

are covered by authors (in practice usually by the funding bodies 

supporting them) or other sources (often university libraries) instead of 

readers paying via subscriptions. This type of publishing is offered by open 

access journals and by “hybrid” journals (subscription-based journals 

offering authors the option to pay for their article to be available open 

access). It ensures that research articles are immediately available in open 

access mode as soon as they are published. Open access publishing is also 

referred to as “gold” open access        

              

 OR provide self-archiving (Green OA): authors deposit the peer-reviewed 

manuscripts of their articles in repositories (also called open archives), to 

be available in open access mode, sometimes after an embargo period in 

order to allow publishers to recoup their investment. Self-archiving is also 

referred to as “green open access”. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/open_access%20
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/open_access%20
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/open_access%20
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/open_access%20
http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.openaire.eu/en
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Publications 
Berx, B., B. Hansen, S. Østerhus, K.M. Larsen, T. Sherwin and K. Jochumsen, 2013. Combining in 

situ measurements and altimetry to estimate volume. Ocean Sci., 9, 639-654, doi:10.5194/os-9-

639-2013. 

     Open access: Ocean Science is an open access journal. Download the article. 

Doblas-Reyes F.J., I. Andreu-Burillo, Y. Chikamoto, J. García-Serrano, V. Guemas, M. Kimoto, T. 

Mochizuki, L.R.L. Rodrigues and G.J. van Oldenborgh, 2013. Initialized near-term regional climate 

change prediction. Nature Comm., 4, 1715, doi:10.1038/ncomms2704. 

     Open access: Nature Communications. 

Frankignoul, C., G. Gastineau and Y.-O. Kwno, 2013. The influence of the AMOC variability on the 

atmosphere in CCSM3. J. Climate, accepted. 

     Open access: This is a RoMEO green journal, the author can archive pre-print and post-print or 

publisher's version/PDF, post print version available 

Guemas V., F.J. Doblas-Reyes, I. Andreu-Burillo and M. Asif, 2013. Retrospective prediction of the 

global warming slowdown in the past decade. Nature Climate Change, 3, 649-653, 

doi:10.1038/nclimate1863. 

     Open access: This is a RoMEO green journal, the author can archive pre-print and post-print or 

publisher's version/PDF, post print version available. 

Hewitt, C.D., C. Buontempo and P.C. Newton, 2013. Using climate predictions to better serve 

society’s needs. EOS, 94, 105-107. 

     Open access. 

Smeed, D.A., G. McCarthy, S.A. Cunningham, E. Frajka-Williams, D. Rayner, W.E. Johns, 

C.S. Meinen, M.O. Baringer, B.I. Moat, A. Duchez and H.L. Bryden, 2013. Observed decline of the 

Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation 2004 to 2012. Ocean Sci. Discussions, 10, 1619-1645, 

doi:10.5194/osd-10-1619-2013. 

Våge, K., R.S. Pickart, M.A. Spall, G.W.K. Moore, H. Valdimarsson, D.J.Torres, S.Y. Erofeeva and 

J.E. Nilsen, 2013. Revised circulation scheme north of the Denmark Strait. Deep Sea Res. Part I: 

Oceanograph. Res. Papers, in press, doi:10.1016/j.dsr.2013.05.007. 

     Open access: Green OA, post-print version available 

Volpi, D., F.J. Doblas-Reyes, J. García-Serrano and V. Guemas, 2013. Dependence of the climate 

prediction skill on spatio-temporal scales: internal versus radiatively-forced contribution. Geophys. 

Res. Letters, 40, 3213-3219, doi:10.1002/grl.50557. 

    Open access: Green OA, post print version available 

Benestad, R. E., 2013. Association between trends in daily rainfall percentiles and the global mean 

temperature. J.Geohys, Res, D, doi: 10.1002/jgrd.50814. 

 

. 

 



ECOMS Newsletter 

These projects are funded by the Seventh Framework 

Programme (FP7) of the European Commission 

October 2013 Issue 1 

Designed by the 

SPECS team at IC3 

Agenda 

Forthcoming events: 

4-7 November 2013, International Conference on Regional Climate - CORDEX 2013. 

6-8 November 2013, EUR-OCEANS hot topics conference - A changing ocean. 

4-6 December 2013, Jamaica: International Conference on Climate Services (ICCS), 

9-13 December 2013, San Francisco (USA): AGU Session – Climate Services: translating climate 

science into societal benefit at seasonal to decadal timescales. 

 

Past events: 

15-18 October 2013, Arusha (Tanzania): Africa Climate Conference 2013. 

21-24 October 2013,College park, Maryland (USA): NOAA's 38th Climate Diagnostics and 

Prediction Workshop. 

9-13 September 2013, Reading (UK);13th EMS Annual Meeting and 11th European Conference 

on Applications of Meteorology: Climate Services Session. 

13-16 May 2013, Toulouse (France) :International workshop on seasonal to decadal prediction. 

7-12 April 2013, Vienna (Austria): EGU General Assembly,“CL5.8 Climate Services – 

Underpinning Science”. 

18-20 March 2013, Hamburg (Germany): European Climate Change Adaptation Conference, 

University of Hamburg.  

ECOMS events 
Forthcoming events: 

2-6 December 2013, (Italy): Second CLIM-RUN School: Building two-way communication: A 

week of Climate Services. 

 

Past events: 

6-9 November 2012, Barcelona (Spain): Seasonal-to-decadal Forecast towards Climate 

Services: EUPORIAS, NACLIM, SPECS, ECOMS Joint Kick-off Meeting. 

4-5 February 2013, Exeter (UK): First ECOMS Board Meeting. 

1-2 October 2013, Trieste (Italy): NACLIM Annual meeting 2013. 

1-3 October 2013, Norrköping (Sweden): EUPORIAS End of First Year General Assembly. 

15-17 October 2013, De Bilt (The Netherlands): SPECS 2nd General Assembly.  

External events linked to climate prediction and services 
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Contacts 

ECOMS 

ECOMS Chair: Chris Hewitt, Met Office, UK). management@project.euporias.eu 

Newsletter editor: Mar Rodríguez, IC3, Spain. specs@ic3.cat 

 

SPECS 

Coordinator: Francisco J. Doblas-Reyes, IC3, Spain.  

Project Manager: Mar Rodríguez, IC3, Spain.  

specs@ic3.cat 

 

EUPORIAS 

Coordinator: Chris Hewitt, Met Office, UK.  

Science Coordinator: Carlo Buontempo, Met Office, UK.  

Project Manager: Paula Newton, Met Office, UK .  

management@project.euporias.eu 

 

NACLIM 

Coordinator: Detlef Quadfasel, UHAM, Germany.  

Project Manager: Chiara Bearzotti, UHAM, Germany.  

naclim@zmaw.de 

 

mailto:management@project.euporias.eu
mailto:specs@ic3.cat
mailto:specs@ic3.cat
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